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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 03, 
2008, has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 4, 7, 13-14 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Bruck et al (US Patent No. 7,143,428; hereinafter US'428). 

Regarding to claim 1: Bruck teaches a communications network having multiple 
users using an instant messaging (IM) application (see US'428, col. 10 Nnes27-30), 
comprising: 

a display device for each of the users (Bruck teaches a communications network 
having a user (10) each having a display device (14)( see US'428, Fig. 1 and 4; col. 3 
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lines 34-43 and col. 6 lines 21-35); [and] 

plural display windows (as "chat region" 108 and TV region 1 18 of Fig. 6; see 
US'428, col. 7 lines 26-58) at the display device (84 of Fig. 3, col.6 lines 4-16), the 
plural windows for simultaneously displaying multiple content, wherein a first display 
window displays a broadcast television program and wherein a second display window 
displays content from [an] the instant messaging (IM) application(see US'428, Fig. 6 to 
Fig.8, col. 7 lines 26-58) and 

Fig. 4 of Bruck illustrates a server [94] (see US'428, col. 6 lines 28-32) 
storing instant messaging content [data files on remote server 94] from each of the 
users who has the remote server identified by IP address on network 96; transmits the 
instant messagings as requested data to the browser program is identified by URL 
network address for display at each display device equals to the instant messagings 
sent from the users(US'428, col. 6 line 42 to col. 7 line 9). Fig. 6 illustrates [130] 
allows user accesses to the Website contains an information region [122] including a 
program ID associated with each of sent messages (see US'428, col.7 lines 49-58) 
the program ID identifying the broadcast television program [126] being viewed 
by each user (US'428, col. 9 lines 45-57). 

Referring to Fig. 14, the depicted system including a chat server, a host server and a 
chat client identified by ID in the chat room as participant on desired chat room that is 
defined by a Set-top box associated with server instruction for aggregating instant 
messaging content including the program ID from the users (col. 9 line 32- col. 10 
line 26).The server software maintains a table of the various participants in the chat 
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room and echoes all messages from any of the participants to all of the participants 
(col. 10 lines 27-30); so that video programming activity by multiple users can be 
tracked on a real time basis at the server (the chat server is able to adequately serve 
chat rooms for all shows currently being broadcast; col. 10 lines 52-54) in order to 
reflect moment-by-moment the level of instant messaging activity corresponding 
to television programs being viewed by the multiple users (see US'428, col. 10 
lines 27-67). 

Regarding to claim 3: Bruck also discloses the video programming content (link 
20 of Fig. 1) is a broadcast television program (Abstract lines 1-2) and the broadcast 
television program is provided over one of a plurality of selectable television channels, 
and wherein the display device is a television screen. (US'428, col. 3 lines 46-49). 

Regarding to claim 4: Bruck further discloses the display system of claim 1 , 
wherein the instant messaging content comprises: 

a personal ID associated with a user of the IM application (US'428, col. 10 lines 
19-26). 

Regarding to claim 7: As claim 1 above, Bruck also discloses the instant 
messaging content further comprises a message sent from the remote user to a user at 
the display system. ( US'428, col.7 lines 28-42). 

Regarding to claim 13, 14: Bruck discloses the display system of claim 1 , 
wherein the programming content is provided to the display system by a satellite 
(US'428, col. 3 lines 60-63) and a cable television service. (US'428, col. 4 lines 33-39) 
15-16. (Canceled) 
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Regarding to claim 17: Bruck further teaches a set top box for each of the users 
(set-top box 12 of Fig. 1) for receiving the broadcast television program (see US'428, 
Fig. 1, col. 3 lines 43-56) Bruck also teaches the program ID identifying the television 
program (US'428, col.7 lines 51-52), a program ID 126 of Fig. 6, col.7 lines 59-65), 
wherein the IM application captures the program ID at the set top box (US'428, Fig. 14, 
col. 10 lines 4-26) so that the program ID identifying the broadcast television program 
being viewed by each user changes when the television program being viewed by that 
user changes (US'428, Figs. 12, 13, col. 8 line 44-col. 9 line 32). 

Regarding to claim 18: Bruck also teaches the display device further includes a 
set up screen used by each of the users to set up an instant messaging session 
(US'428, Fig. 11, col. 8 lines 36-43), and wherein the program ID is entered by the 
user at the set up screen (US'428, Figs. 12, 13, col. 8 line 44-col. 9 line 32). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 9-1 0, 1 2 and 1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 



unpatentable over Bruck; in view of US patent No.6, 757,365 (US'365) to Bogard. 
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Regarding to claims 9, 10: Bruck teaches the display system of claim 1 , wherein 
the instant messaging content are implemented using a communications channel 
established by an IM server over Internet Provider, but fails to teach the telephone 
communications line is connected at a telephone device separate from the display 
system over the communications network between the user at the display system and 
the remote user, when the telephone communications display element uses the public 
switched telephone network (PSTN). 

Bogard teaches an instant messaging via telephone interfaces to communicate 
between users (telephone) and IM server (300 and 308 of Fig. 3) by the public switched 
telephone network (PSTN) or Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) (US'365, col.5 lines 
42-54). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention was made to modify multiple users system of Bruck with the telephone 
communications line using the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) as taught 
by Bogard; in order to establish a complete Instant message service including the voice 
portal and chat web service. 

Regarding to claim 12. Bruck teaches the display system of claim 1 , wherein 
a user at the display system is a subscriber to a ISDN service, but fails to disclose a 
VDSL service provides telephone, video programming and internet access service to 
the subscriber over the communications network (US'365, col.5 lines 55-67). 

Bogard teaches a DSL service, a cable modem etc... provide a telephone, 
video programming and internet access service to the subscriber over the 
communications network (col.5 lines 55-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention was made to modify multiple users 
IM system of Bruck with the DSL service on a telephone communication network as 
taught by Bogard; in order to modernize the communication link between STB and the 
Internet Provider. 

Regarding to claim 19: Bruck teaches the display device further includes a set 
up screen used by each of the users to set up an instant messaging session (US'428, 
Fig. 11, col. 8 lines 36-43), and wherein the program ID is entered by the user at the 
set up screen (US'428, Figs. 12, 13, col. 8 line 44-col. 9 line 32) but fails to teach 
personal profile information of the user is entered at a profile screen, so that the 
programming activity being tracked can be associated with demographic information of 
users collected from the personal profile data. 

Bogard; in the same Instant messaging field, teaches a user profile information is 
entered at a profile screen (see US'365, col. 3 line 39-col. 4 line 13), so that the 
programming activity being tracked can be associated with demographic information of 
users collected from the personal profile data (see US'365, col. 4 lines 47-56). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention was made to 
modify a user profile information is associated with demographic information of as 
taught by Bogard; with multiple users IM system of Bruck; in order to establish a 
complete Instant message service including the voice portal and chat web service. 
5. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bruck; 
further in view of Wong et al. (US patent No.6,968,364 ; hereinafter US'364) and Kung 
et al. (US patent No.6,889,321 ; hereinafter US'321) . 
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Regarding to claim 20: (New) Bruck teaches a communications network having a 
multiple users each having a display device using an instant messaging (IM) 
application as in claim 1 above; wherein each user is a subscriber to video 
programming for display at the display system. 

However, Bruck fails to teach wherein such user is assigned one or more security keys 
in order to receive the video programming over the communications network, wherein 
such user may send an attachment in an IM message to another remote user, the 
attachment comprising a video data file representing the video programming, and a 
security key associated with the video programming, and wherein video programming 
represented by the video data file is displayed to the remote user only if the remote user 
has a security key matching the security key associated with the video programming. 

Wong, the same endeavor, teaches such user may send an attachment in an IM 
message to another remote user, the attachment comprising a video data file 
representing the video programming, (Each client system 40 may have one 
or more email addresses associated therewith. As a result, a 
remote device, such as the remote computer 30, having email 
capabilities may, in turn, communicate with any of the client 
systems 40 via email in a conventional manner; A component or 
subsystem (e.g., a digital audio/video recording system) of the 
client system 40a also may be provided with its own email 
address (or addresses) for receiving program instructions or 
other pertinent control information via email, such as in the 
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form of an attachment or an object embedded in the email; see 
US'364, col. 11 lines 4-16) (the token authorization module may accept 
the token. Once accepted, a token is utilized to program the DVR 
240 for recording the selected audio and/or visual program(s) 
when broadcast; see US'364, col. 15 lines 32-50) . (The token encoder 340 
is operative to encode program data in the form of a token, such 
as may be associated with (e.g., attached to) an outgoing email 
message based one or more selections of the user. The token is 
then attached to an email message, such as with the remote 
control 120 (FIG. 2) . It is to be appreciated that each token 
may include program information associated with a single program 
or, alternatively; see US'364, col.16 lines 21-38) (also see COl.16 lines 50- 
61, Fig. 5 col. 19, lines 7-21, Fig. 6, col. 19 lines 44-56 and col. 20 lines 17-20). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the IM system of Bruck with an attachment in an IM 
message as a token as taught by Wong; in order to allow user may employ the 
local computer to select one or more programs where is 
programmed to connect to the server system for searching and/or 
filtering through the program information of the database; and 
have a token assigned to one or more recipients (who also may 
include the user) representing program criteria for each 
selected program. 
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However, Neither Bruck nor Wong teaches a security key associated with the video 
programming, and wherein video programming represented by the video data file is 
displayed to the remote user only if the remote user has a security key matching the 
security key associated with the video programming. 

Kung, in the field of messaging; teaches each user (having Set top box) is assigned one 
or more security keys (providing an initial security key and updated 
security keys to the various pieces of communication equipment 
located throughout the broadband communication system, for 
example a customer premises gateway (e.g., a broadband 
residential gateway (BRG) ) or a gateway for inter-linking with 
another communication network (e.g. voice gateway (VG) ) ; see 
US'321, COl. 2 lines 1-7) (The initial security key as an encryption key 
may be used to establish a secure communication between two or 
more communication entities. Such entities might involve an 
originating point communication equipment (OPCE) and a 
terminating point communication equipment (TPCE) , for example, 
the BRG (OPCE) and the Call Manager (TPCE), the BRG (OPCE), 
BRG1, and another Broadband Residential Gateway as Set top box 
(TPCE), BRG2, or the BRG and a gateway for interfacing with 
another communication system (e.g. VG) ; COl. 2 lines 17-24) in order to 
receive the video programming over the communications network (provides for 
protected communications in a powerful, facilities-based, 
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broadband communications system that guarantees voice, data and 
video communication reliability and security to users for an 
multimedia system including integrated telephone, television and 
data network; see US'321, col. 1 lines 59-64), 

a security key associated with the video programming (a user first activates a 

secure communication feature before or during a communication 
session, the origination point communication eguipment (e.g., 
BRG1 or Set top box 102 (1)) may send the terminating point 
communication eguipment (e.g., BRG2 or Set top box 102 (N) ) ) a 
packet that includes a private key which may be the BRG 1 s 
initial encryption key; see US'321, col. 2 lines 25-30) The secured 
encrypted packets may be part of one or more legs in, for 
example, a conference call, a teleconference, or a multimedia 
session; see US'321, col. 2 lines 43-45) 

and wherein video programming represented by the video data file is displayed to the 
remote user only if the remote user has a security key matching the security key 
associated with the video programming (Subseguently the two pieces of 

communication eguipment will encrypt and decrypt communication 
packets to one another using the private key. A private key as 
used in the context of the present invention may be confidential 
to a user and the system or may be a private key as in the 
context of known private key/public key encryption systems known 
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in the art ; see US'321, col. 2 lines 30-36); (the secure call feature 
may by used to secure one type of media using encryption while 
not securing other types of media in a multimedia communication 
session. A user may enter a secure session feature code which 
encrypts the data (or text) portion of a multimedia session 
while the voice portion is not encrypted. Thus, a user may send 
certain documents securely to one party while they are talking 
with the party and/or other parties at the same time. 
Alternatively, different media types, for example audio, text, 
and multimedia audio and video, may be secured at different 
levels of security using for example different encryption types 
or algorithms (e.g., DES, PGP, RSA, etc .) see US'321, COl. 3 lines 30- 
36); (also further see col. 31 line 56 to col. 36 line 50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify instant message application of Bruck and Wong with 
assigned one or more security keys as taught by Kung; in order to protect the video 
programming content and text chat messages from a hacker or an unauthorized viewer 
and only a remote user has a security key matching the security key associated with to 
receive the video programming content. 



Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments filed June 03, 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The Applicant presents three collective arguments contending the Examiner's rejection 
listed: 

1 . This amendment is in response to the Final Office Action of April 3, 2008 in 
which the Examiner (1) rejected claims 1, 3, 4, 7, 13-14 and 17-18 under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 7,143,428 ("Bruck"), 

(2) rejected claims 9-10, 12 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bruck in view of U.S. Patent No. 6, 757,365 ("Bogard") and 

(3) rejected claim 20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bruck, 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,968,364 ("Wong") and U.S. Patent No. 6,889,321 
("Kung"). 

Applicants respectfully submit that:" The messages in Bruck do not have "a program 
ID associated with each of the sent messages." Thus, even if the chat server in Bruek 
were viewed as "aggregating" content in order to echo messages, the chat server 
clearly does not aggregate program IDs in order to track video programming activity, as 
recited in claim 1 . (Remark; lines 2-6, page 6). 

However, after a careful consideration of the arguments presented, the Examiner 
must respectfully disagree for the reasons that Bruck explicitly disclosed "Fig. 6 
illustrates [130] allows user accesses to the Website contains an information region 
[122] including a program ID associated with each of sent messages (see Bruck, 
col.7 lines 49-58) the program ID identifying the broadcast television program 
[126] being viewed by each user (Bruck, col. 9 lines 45-57). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/671 ,31 2 Page 1 4 

Art Unit: 2623 

2. Applicant points out that in Bruck there is no server for aggregating the instant 
messaging content "so that video programming activity by multiple users can be 
tracked." (Remark; lines 26-27; page 5). 

After a careful consideration of the arguments presented, the Examiner must 
respectfully disagree for the reasons that Bruck explicitly disclosed "Fig. 4 of Bruck 
illustrates a server [94] (see US'428, col. 6 lines 28-32) storing instant messaging 
content [data files on remote server 94] from each of the users who has the remote 
server identified by IP address on network 96; transmits the instant messagings as 
requested data to the browser program is identified by URL network address for display 
at each display device equals to the instant messagings sent from the 
users(US'428, col. 6 line 42 to col. 7 line 9). The server software maintains a table of 
the various participants in the chat room and echoes all messages from any of the 
participants to all of the participants (col. 10 lines 27-30); so that video programming 
activity by multiple users can be tracked on a real time basis at the server (the 
chat server is able to adequately serve chat rooms for all shows currently being 
broadcast; col. 10 lines 52-54) in order to reflect moment-by-moment the level of 
instant messaging activity corresponding to television programs being viewed by 
the multiple users (see US'428, col. 10 lines 27-67). 

3. Applicants respectfully submit that "The other cited references (Bogard, Wong and 
Kung) likewise do not disclose the limitations referred to above, and thus claim 1 is 
believed allowable over those references (either alone or as combined with Bruck). 
(Remark; lines 13-15; page 6). 
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Examiner must respectfully disagree for the reasons that Bruck explicitly disclosed 
above such thing. Therefore, in an analogous art directed toward a similar problem 
namely improving the results from combination with references of Bogard, Wong and 
Kung to motivate the limitations of dependent claims 3, 4, 7, 9-14 and 17-19. 

Therefore, after a careful consideration of the arguments presented, the Examiner 
must respectfully disagree for the reasons that follow, maintain the grounds of rejection 
versus the previously claims, after amended claim 1 , dependent claims 3,4,7,9-14 and 
17-19 rejection are updated with the same references. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN LUONG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5091 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs., 8:00am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2623 
/Scott Beliveau/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



